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EXTRACT OF MINUTES OF JOINT MEETINGS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

OF THE NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL WITH THE COUNCIL 

OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

At the National Research Council Building 
Meeting of January 14, 1919, at 10 a.m. 

Present: Messrs. Abbot,* Bogert, Clevenger, Cross,* Hale,* Howe, 
Howell,* Hussey, Johnston, Mendenhall, Michelson,* Millikan, Noyes,* 
Russell, Walcott,* Welch, Woods, Yerkes, and by invitation, Leuschner 
and Nichols. 

Mr. Hale presided during the first part of the meeting while the business of 
the National Research Council was under consideration. 

The minutes of the meetings of the Executive Board, December 21, 1918, 
and of the Interim Committee, December 31, 1918, and January 6-7, 1919, 
were approved as circulated. 

Mr. Hale presented a report of the Committee on the Patent Office, ap- 
pointed December 4, 1917, L. H. Baekeland, Acting Chairman. The report 
was duly considered and approved and it was 

Moved: That the necessary funds be set aside for printing the report of the Committee 
on the Patent Office in full. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman presented the resignation of Mr. S. L. G. Knox as Scientific 
Attache to the Embassy in Rome, in charge of the Research Information 
Service in Italy and it was 

Moved: That the resignation of Mr. S. L. G..Knox be accepted and that the National 
Research Council express its appreciation of the important services which he has rendered 
to the Council and convey to him a vote of thanks. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the Committee on Relations with Educational Institutions be increased to 
include as members Mr. S. P. Capen of the Bureau of Education, Mr. R. M. Yerkes, Mr. 
A. O. Leuschner, and Mr. H. E. Gregory. (Adopted.) 

The Chairman called upon Mr. Leuschner to state the situation as to the 
Smith-Howard Bill for the promotion of research in connection with educa- 
tional institutions, which is now under consideration by Congress. After 
discussion it was • 

Moved: That a Committee of seven with full power to act be appointed by the Chairman 
to consider the whole question of a Bill in Congress to provide appropriations for research, 
and that the President of the National Academy of Sciences and the Chairman of the 
National Research Council be members of the Committee. (Adopted.) 

* Members of the Council of the National Academy of Sciences. 
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At this point Mr. Walcott took the chair and Mr. Hale presented a draft 
of a proposed Constitution of the National Research Council. After discus- 
sion of this draft it was 

Moved: That the draft o' the Constitution be referred back to the Committee with the 
request that it report at the next meeting, and that copies of the draft of the Constitution 
as revised be circulated among the members of the Council of the National Academy of 
Sciences and of the Executive Board of the National Research Council, prior to the meet- 
ing when its adoption is to be considered. (Adopted.) 

The meeting adjourned at 1.00 pm. 

Paul Brockett, Assistant Secretary. 

Meeting of February 11, 1919, at 9.30 a.m. 

Present: Messrs. Clevenger, Cross,* Hale,* Howe, Hussey, Johnston, 
Manning, Millikan, Noyes,* Pupin,* Stratton, Walcott,* Welch, Woods, 
Woodward, and by invitation, Leuschner. Mr. Hale in the chair. 

The minutes of the meeting of the Council of the National Academy of 
Sciences, on December 30, 1918, and of the - joint meeting of the Executive 
Board of the National Research Council and the Council of the National 
Academy of Sciences, on January 14, 1919, were approved, as were the minutes 
of the several meetings of the Interim Committee, on January 21, 30, and Feb- 
ruary 5, 1919, except that two motions of February 5 relative to publi- 
cation were amended to read as follows: 

That the publication of a series of bulletins on the general activities of the National Re- 
search Council be authorized, and that the matter be left to the Chairman and Secretary 
with power. 

That accounts of scientific work done under the auspices of the National Research Coun- 
cil shall in general be published in scientific periodicals, provided that the connection of the 
Council with the work is acknowledged in a footnote or otherwise; and that the Council 
procure, and pay the cost of, a sufficient number of reprints of such articles. 

The Chairman presented a revised plan of Organization of the National 
Research Council which was discussed in detail. 

Moved: That the Executive Board of the National Research Council approve and 
recommend to the Council of the National Academy of Sciences the adoption of the 
Organization of the National Research Council as presented. (Adopted.) 

The organization as finally adopted is given on page 184. 
The Council of the National Academy of Sciences and the Executive Board 
of the National Research Council adjourned at 1.08 p. m. 

* Members of the Council of the National Academy of Sciences. 
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The Council of the National Academy of Sciences resumed session at 1.09 
p.m., Mr. Walcott in the chair. 

The President presented the Organization of the National Research Council 
recommended by the Executive Board for adoption by the Council of the 
National Academy. 

Moved: That the organization as submitted and approved by the Executive Board be 
approved by the Council of the National Academy of Sciences. (Adopted.) 

The meeting then adjourned. 



The Council of the National Academy of Sciences and the Executive Board 
of the National Research Council reassembled in joint session at 2.45 p.m. 

Present: Messrs. Clevenger, Cross,* Hale,* Howe, Hussey, Johnston, 
Millikan, Noyes,* Pupin,* Walcott,* Woods, and by invitation, Leuschner. 
Mr. Noyes in the chair. 

The Chairman of the National Research Council presented the following 
communication from Mr. Theodore N. Vail, President of the American Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Company: 

The Bell Telephone System, composed of the American Telephone and Telegraph Com- 
pany, its associated and operating, and the Western Electric companies acting through the 
American Telephone and Telegraph Company, guarantees to the National Research Coun- 
cil $25,000 a year if not less than $250,000 a year for five years be raised for the use of the 
Council. 

The Bell Telephone System to have the benefit of the advice, assistance and cooperation 
of the Council in all matters relating to its industry. 

Moved: That all matters relating to publication and publicity be referred to, and carried 
on under, the Research Information Service. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the scale of annual salaries of the National Research Council be as follows: 
Chairman of the National Research Council, $10,000; Chairmen of Divisions of Science and 
Technology, $6000, with an additional allowance of $1000 for traveling expenses if they are 
sent abroad by the Council; Scientific Attaches, $6000, until the Council is in a position to 
pay more. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That Mr. J. C. Merriam be elected Acting Chairman of the National Research 
Council from March 15 until a new Chairman takes office. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That Major R. M. Yerkes be elected Chairman of the Research Information 
Service. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the resignation of Mr. Graham Edgar as Secretary of the Washington office 
of the Research Information Service be accepted with regret; and that the Council express 
to him its appreciation of his work. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That Mr. G. S. Fulcher be elected as Secretary of the Washington office of the 
Research Information Service, his appointment to date from February 1, 1919. 

(Adopted.) 

The resignation of Mr. Yerkes as Chairman of the Psychology Committee 
was received and accepted with the understanding that it is to go into effect 
at the time of the organization of the Division of Anthropology and Psychology. 

* Members of the Council oE the National Academy of Sciences. 
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Moved: That the Council express its appreciation of the very valuable work which Mr. 
Yerkes has done as Chairman of the Psychology Committee and in connection with the 
organization of the Division of Psychology of the Surgeon General's Office, and convey its 
thanks to him. . {Adopted) 

Moved: That the resignation of Mr. H. A. Bumstead as Scientific Attache to the Amer- 
ican Embassy in London, in charge of the Research Information Service in Britain, be ac- 
cepted with regret; and that the National Research Council express appreciation of the 
admirable work which he has done and convey its thanks to him. {Adopted). 

Moved: That Mr. C. E. Mendenhall be elected to take the place of Mr. Bumstead as 
Scientific Attache 1 to the American Embassy in London. - {Adopted.) 

Moved: That the resignation of Rear-Admiral Roger Welles from the Research Informa- 
tion Service be accepted and that an expression of thanks be extended to him for the able 
service which he has rendered the National Research Council. {Adopted.) 

Moved: That the Executive Board request the President of the National Academy to ask 
the President of the United States to designate Captain George W. Williams to take the 
place of Admiral Welles on the Research Information Service. {Adopted) 

Moved: That a vote of thanks be extended to Major-General W. C. Gorgas, Surgeon 
General U. S. A., for the valuable service which he has rendered to the National Research 
Council . {A dopted) . 

Moved: That the President of the National Academy of Science be requested to ask the 
President of the United States to designate Surgeon General M. W. Ireland to take the 
place of General Gorgas on the Research Council. {Adopted.) 

On recommendation of Secretary Johnston of the National Research 
Council it was 

Moved: That the following allotments be authorized from the appropriation from the 
President's emergency fund of $61,000 available for expenses of the Council from January 
1 to June 30, 1919: General and Office Administration, $33,000; Research Information 
Service, $20,000. {Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Engineering Division moved: That Mr. Clevenger be elected Vice 
Chairman of the present Division. {Adopted.) 

The Chairman of the Engineering Division moved: That the organization of a Manganese 
Saving Committee be authorized, with Mr. J. R. Cain as Chairman; and that an allotment 
of $150 from the funds available for the Engineering Division be placed at the disposal of 
this Committee. {Adopted.) 

The Vice-chairman of the Division of Medical Sciences made the follow- 
ing statements concerning grants recommended by the Executive Committee ' 
of the Division: 

Dr. C. A. Kofoid, representing the section on Protozoology of the Medical Zoology Com- 
mittee of this Division has been engaged in examining troops at Hoboken returning from 
France, studying the flora of human intestinal protozoa. This work has been interfered 
with on account of the changes in the status of personnel due to demobilization. It is impor- 
tant that this work should be continued for two essential reasons: such an opportunity for 
so complete a study will hardly present itself again in the near future, and we have no trea- 
tise at present which deals with any comprehensive, extensive study of the flora of parasites 
in the human intestines; also the results of this work will determine whether our troops 
acquired foreign parasites. A sufficient number of men who did not go to France are being 
examined for control. To continue this work it is necessary to have a permanent assistant. 
Dr. Kofoid has requested that we* appropriate funds sufficient to pay the salary of such an 
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assistant, and further requests that Dr. Olive Swazey of the Department of Zoology at the 
University of California be appointed at a salary of f 2100 per annum and traveling expenses 
frpm the University of California to Hoboken. The Executive Committee of the Medical 
Division recommends this appropriation for one year. 

A grant of $500 has been approved to support investigations on measles now in progress 
at Camp Devens conducted by Dr. Sellards. This amount is to be paid to Colonel F. F. 
Russell to be expended at his discretion. 

Moved: That the above recommendations of the Division of Medical Sciences be 
approved. (Adopted.) 

Mr. Hale moved: That the President of the American Association for the Advancement 
of Science, or a representative of the Association, be made ex-officio a member of the Execu- 
tive Board. (Adopted.) 

Moved: That the Executive Board of the National Research Council recommend to the 
Council of the National Academy of Sciences that authority be given for the inclusion of 
the following as a Section in the Plan of Organization of the National Research Council. 

Article VIII — Amendment of the Organization 

Section 1. This organization may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the Council of the 
National Academy of Sciences at any stated meeting, provided that notice of the proposed 
amendment has been given to each member of the Council of the National Academy at 
least thirty days in advance of the stated meeting. (Adopted.) 

The meeting adjourned at 4 p.m. 

Paul Brackett, Assistant Secretary. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
PREAMBLE 

The National Academy of Sciences, under the authority conferred upon it 
by its charter enacted by Congress, and approved by President Lincoln on 
March 3, 1863, and pursuant to the request expressed in an Executive Order 
made by President Wilson on May 11, 1918, hereto appended, adopts the 
following permanent organization for the National Research Council, to re- 
place the temporary organization under which it has operated heretofore. 

ARTICLE I. PURPOSE 

It shall be the purpose of the National Research Council to promote re- 
search in the mathematical, physical, and biological sciences, and in the 
application of these sciences to engineering, agriculture, medicine, and other 
useful arts, with the object of increasing knowledge, of strengthening the 
national defense, and of contributing in other ways to the public welfare, as 
expressed in the Executive Order of May 11, 1918. 

ARTICLE LT. MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1. The membership of the National Research Council shall be 
chosen with the view of rendering the Council an effective federation of the 
principal research agencies in the United States concerned with the fields of 
science and technology named in Article I. 

Section 2. The Council shall consist of * 



